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only tliree or four hundred yards in breadth, its depth varying from
one to fifteen feet; in some places it is covered to a considerable
depth with red clay and sand. It has been foirnd, in digging wells
in this stratum of sand, that if it be passed through, the water ob-
tained below is of an inferior quality, and frequently brackish. Be-
sides the wells, are numerous tanks, some of which are of great ex-
tent, such as the Long or Mylapore tank, and Spur or Egmore tank,
A few of them contain good water derived from springs, but the
greater part are filled by the rains during JJbie monsoon, and only an-
swer for partial irrigation ; as the hot season approaches they dry up.
The markets of Madras are well supplied with beef, mutton, veal,
kid, &c. of a fair quality, and at moderate prices. Fowls, capons,
ducks, turkeys, geese, &c. are also plentiful. There is an ample sup-
ply of excellent fish of different kinds ; and vegetables of every va-
riety such as potatoes, turnips, carrots, cabbages, knolkole, beans,
greens, sweet potatoes, yams, onions, salad, brinjalsj cucumbers, and
gourds. Eice and all the other grains of the country are of course
abundant. Fruits are likewise plentiful. The mangoes, plantains,
pine-apples, custard-apples, oranges, grapes, jack-fruit, and gu$yas>
are of an excellent quality.
Three respectable Family Hotels have lately been set up near the
Mount Road, and there is a Club which is, from the completeness
of its arrangement, and the economy of its charges, a great ac-
commodation to the residents, and visitors of the town.
Education has not made the same progress at Madras as at the
other Presidencies. A few years ago the University was founded by
Lord Elphinstone for the particular advantage of the Hindoos, but
it has not been sufficiently made use of by the Natives. This is the
more to be lamented and wondered at, because some of the greatest
men India ever knew, have so often borne testimony ta the invaluable
assistance Natives are capable when educated, of rendering to the
State.
One of the strongest proofs of the active and philanthropic charac-
ter of the European and Indo British population of Madras is to be
traced in the ntiraber of excellent establishments, some supported by
Government, bu& uflsoft by private contribution for the relief and ad-
vancement of th^^aa^ race existing in the town. There is an In-
firmary for the purpose of receiving and affording medical aid to the
Native poor of the Presidency; a General Hospital for the reception